The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate Renewed

Initial questions to guide your reading and for discussion.

1. What is the crux of Kenneth Waltz’s argument when he writes, “more may be better”?

2. Sagan has two main arguments for why he thinks “more will be worse.” What are they? Explain them.

3. Waltz cautions Sagan about ethnocentrism in making an argument about nuclear weapons in the hands of Third World leaders. What does he mean? [this is first discussed early in chapter 1]

4. Sagan writes that leaders may intend to act rationally, but organizational behavior sometime presents an impediment to rationality. What is Sagan’s general argument about organizations as it relates to crises and nuclear weapons?

5. Before you get to the specifics of India and Pakistan in the book, by the end of chapter 2, who has made the most convincing argument in your opinion?

